
MI SAFE START
Safely Reopening Northern Michigan

On Monday, Gov. Whitmer signed an executive order to begin a limited reopening of  
the Upper Peninsula and the Traverse City region beginning Friday, May 22.

STAY HOME.
ESPECIALLY IF  
YOU FEEL ILL.

IF YOU MUST GO OUT, 
WEAR A MASK & PRACTICE 
SOCIAL DISTANCING.

WASH AHNDS OFTEN  
AND AVOID TOUCHING 
YOUR FACE.

STATE REPRESENTATIVE JOHN CHERRY
CHERRY.HOUSEDEMS.COM | (517) 373-7515 | JOHNCHERRY@HOUSE.MI.GOV

WORKING FOR YOU!

MICHIGAN ECONOMIC RECOVERY 
COUNCIL REPORTING REGIONS

Detroit Region1

Lansing Region5

Kalamazoo Region3

Jackson Region7

Grand Rapids Region2

Traverse City Region6

Saginaw Region4

Upper Peninsula8

(MERC Regions)

By moving to the next phase of the MI Safe Start Plan, retail businesses, 
some offices, and restaurants and bars with limited seating may begin 
reopening as long as they adopt proper safety measures, practices and 
training, including:

»    Implementing workplace infection-control practices;

»   Training employees to properly use personal protective 
equipment (PPE);

»    Informing workers on the steps they must take to notify their 
employers of any symptoms of COVID-19 or a suspected or 
confirmed diagnosis of COVID-19; and

»   Teaching workers how to report unsafe workplace conditions.

Restaurants and bars in these regions are required to limit their 
capacity to 50 percent of their normal seating to keep groups at least 6 
feet from one another. Servers must wear masks and all other employees 
must follow rigorous disinfection protocols. Patrons are required to wear 
masks until they are seated at their table.

Retail stores are required to limit their capacity to 25 percent and 
follow strict social distancing guidelines. Customers are still required to 
wear masks.

Small social gatherings of fewer than 10 people are also allowed 
in these regions, but residents are encouraged to continue taking 
precautions to prevent a resurgence of COVID-19.

This executive order still allows for cities, villages, townships and other 
local entities to choose to take a more cautious course of re-engagement 
if they wish. For more information on the MI Safe Start Plan, click here.

Reopened

https://www.michigan.gov/documents/whitmer/MI_SAFE_START_PLAN_689875_7.pdf

